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First-class PVR?
In the previous issue of TELE-satellite a combined DVB-T/DVB-S receiver from Golden Inter-
star was able to impress our testers by and large. This time a digital personal video recorder 
arrived at our test center and had to prove its worth.

factory-set language of the receiver. Contrary 
to many competitors' receivers, the Golden 
Interstar does not show a welcome screen 
asking you to select your preferred language 
before anything else, but starts with the main 
menu. But once this initial obstacle is over-
come the box offers a whole universe of set-
ting and configuration options, keeping up
with Golden Interstar's image in that respect. 
For a first-time user the installation menu
may look confusing and 'too much too soon' 
at first, but the logical user interface allows
scanning a specific satellite without much fuss
after clicking no more than two buttons. This 
makes the 9000CI a receiver that is perfectly 
suited for less experienced users as well.

The majority of our readers will of course 
want to dig deeper here, and the Golden 
Interstar DSR 9000CI will not disappoint 
them. While even the pre-programmed con-
figurations are sure to meet most demands,
the receiver nonetheless allows manually set-
ting or adding almost anything you like. The 
options range from the list of pre-stored sat-
ellites, which can be extended or edited, to 
the transponder list with manual editing fea-

tures and all the way to PID values that can be 
changed or added.

Aligning the antenna is made easy thanks 
to an exact signal strength and quality indica-
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The Golden Interstar DSR 9000CI PVR 
Premium is a digital satellite receiver with 
PVR as well as common interface and claims 
to be a premium product. Form the outside 
the 9000CI fits smoothly into the corporate
design of the Golden Interstar receiver line: a 
silver case, a four digit display behind a black 
glass window covering more than half of the 
front panel, a crescent-shaped lineup of front 
buttons in the center and a flap on the right
side, behind which two smart card slots and 
the slots for two common interface modules 
are hidden. So far so good, there's nothing to 
criticize about the receiver's looks. It won't 
win a beauty pageant, but it will still be nice to 
look at after a couple of years.

Turn around the box by 180 degrees and 
you will discover an orderly and fully equipped 
rear panel featuring two LNB inputs with 
looped-through outputs, RCA outputs for 
stereo audio and video, an S-VHS output, an 
RS-232 interface, a USB connection, an opti-
cal digital audio output, an antenna input plus 
modulator output as well as two scart euro-
connectors for the TV and the VCR. All you 
need, right in front of you.

The remote control is nicely shaped and sits 
easily in your hand. The layout allows intuitive 
use of the control. Due to the PVR function 
of the box the number of buttons naturally 
is higher than with remotes for conventional 
receivers and the many buttons require pre-
cise finger movements and exact positioning.
More than once our finger landed on the 'stop'
button instead of the 'play' button after fast 
forward, with the result that the playback was 
stopped and had to be started again from the 
very beginning. Petite female hands and fin-
gers are at an advantage here.

As with the previously tested 8300CI we 
would have liked to see a dedicated pair of 

buttons for volume adjustment on the 
remote control to make sure all four 
ring keys are exclusively used for navi-
gation between and within menus and 
lists. This minor issue, however, does in 
no way impair the generally good usability of 
this receiver.

The initial installation does not pose any 
problems, provided that you understand the 
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tor, and motorized systems can be set up in a 
whizz using the integrated DiSEqC protocols 
up to 1.3 and USALS.

When we tested the other Golden Interstar 
box for the previous issue we gave special 
praise to the oscilloscope display showing the 
signal strength and quality over a certain time 
span, much like a spreadsheet chart. With this 
feature activated all signal changes can easily 
be traced. The same is true for this model as 
well. By the way: press 0 on the remote con-
trol and the oscilloscope will pop up cover half 
the screen at any time, giving you a detailed 
look at the state of the signal and allowing you 
to fine-tune the antenna alignment any time 
the need arises.

Scanning for channels is always a very 
quick affair with Golden Interstar receiv-
ers, and the DSR 9000CI PVR Premium is no 
exception. Thanks to the timing clock in the 
lower right corner of the screen during the 
scan, it looks like the box thinks this is an 
Olympic discipline. In fact, the box scanned 
the major European ASTRA position at 19.2° 
East in just over three minutes, with activated 
network search!

Unfortunately, the athletic stamina of the 
channel scan does not extend to channel 
switching: more than one second goes by 
before the selected channel will appear on the 
screen. If you switch to an encrypted channel 
which has to go through the inserted common 
interface module and smartcard the switching 
time is even longer than that. While it is true 
that there are slower model on the market, it 
is nonetheless a fact that the channel switch-
ing time is not one of this receiver's unique 
selling points, and even the different switch-
ing modes like an elegant fading out and in 
cannot completely disguise this.

The channel list is one of the most interest-
ing features of the DSR 9000CI PVR Premium: 
rather than being displayed as a single-column 
list of tens or hundreds of channels, the chan-
nels are either shown as thumbnails (like the 
miniature images on many websites) or as 
three columns filling the whole screen. We 
particularly liked the three-column display, as 
it allows navigating horizontally as well as ver-
tically to the desired channel much faster than 
with almost any other design, even if many 
hundreds of channels are listed.

The EPG has a smart design and loads the 
required information reasonably fast. Espe-
cially for marking certain events for recording 
the EPG is a very useful feature.

Unfortunately we did not succeed in set-
ting the time in a way that the current time 
display, the starting times in the EPG and the 
Now/Next times in the info bar all showed 
the correct time. Neither the automatic time 
setup using information from the data stream 
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nor a manual setting did seem to do the trick. 
Particularly for setting up recording using the 
EPG this may lead to some disappointment or 
even anger. However, the manufacturer has 
already announced a software update which 
will fix this bug.

Let's talk about the PVR now, as this will be 
the number one reason for many buyers to 
select the Golden Interstar DSR 9000CI PVR 
Premium. The 80GB harddisk is hidden inside 
the box and an upgrade with a larger hard-
disk might be a risky undertaking, especially 
since the receiver's casing is sealed on the 
rear panel and a broken seal will invalidate 
the warranty of the product.

The exact recording bit rate is shown nei-
ther in the on-screen menu nor in the user's 
manual, but the quality of the recording does 
not leave anything to be desired and even a 
close look will hardly reveal any differences 
between a live picture and a recording. Con-
trary to many other PVRs the 9000CI does 
'only' two simultaneous recordings at any one 
time, which can be from two different trans-
ponders if the antenna setup and cabling per-
mits, as the receiver features two individual 
tuners. In everyday use you will hardly ever 
need more than two recordings at the same 
time, and the Golden Interstar box takes care 
of these two recordings very thoroughly and 
delivers much better results than most PVRs 
with 4 or 8 channel recording capacity, where 
recordings more often than not are of inferior 
quality.

During our tests we did not come across 
any problems regarding recording, and play-
back surprised us with an above average audio 
and video quality. Very rarely – and especially 
after excessive use of fast forward or reverse 
– the image froze for a moment every couple 
of seconds and the video/audio synchrony 

was lost. However, pausing for a moment and 
then going back to playback always resulted 
in everything being just perfect again. A soft-
ware update will ultimately make this a thing 
of the past, anyway.

Organizing the individual recordings is 
child's play thanks to a simple and clearly 
arranged menu which allows renaming or 
deleting recordings. It is not possible to cut 
out commercial breaks or to edit recordings 
that are too long. The same menu also lists 
radio recordings or MP3s that have been 
transferred from a PC.

All this makes the PVR a feature of the 
9000CI you wouldn't want to miss even after 
a very short time. If we were allowed to draw 
up a wish list regarding the PVR's features, 
it would certainly include a manual selection 
of the recording quality as well as an option 
to record all audio tracks (multilingual sound-
tracks, Dolby Digital audio…) and a quicker 
fast forward mode. But even without these 
features this Golden Interstar receiver is a 
technologically sound and reliable PVR whose 
quality gives no rise to criticism.

Of course it has become a conditio sine 
qua non for most manufacturers to take into 
account the play instinct of its customers: to 
this end the Golden Interstar DSR 9000CI PVR 
Premium offers a variety of games to kill time 
during commercial breaks as well as a very 
powerful zoom mode, which – unfortunately 
– does not work with recordings.

Yet, these goodies are not really needed 
to make this receiver more attractive. With 
its combination of ease of use and the many 
manual setting options it can be recom-
mended equally to families with children and 
satellite enthusiasts with a motorized antenna 
system. After all, the receiver's 9000 channel 
memory is virtually desperate for multifeed 
reception.

Expert conclusion 
+
Timeless design coupled with reliable software and a wide range 

of functions. The tuning configuration is characterized by numerous 
manual setting options and a really fast channel search. Various dis-
play modes for signal strength and quality assist greatly in aligning 
the antenna. The PVR is easy to operate and works flawlessly.

-
Because of the colorful design of the OSD some texts are difficult to read. The 

program name is not shown in the standard info bar. The recording quality of the PVR 
cannot be adjusted.



TECHNICAL
DATA

Hersteller  Golden Interstar GmbH 
   Stuttgarter Str. 36
   73635 Rudersberg, Germany

Fax   +49 7183 30594 20

Email   info@golden-interstar.com

Internet   www.golden-interstar.com

Model   DSR 9000CI PVR Premium

Function   Digital FTA + CI satellite 
   receiver and PVR

Channel memory  9000

Satellites   83 pre-programmed, 
   total memory for 120 satellites

Symbol rate  1 ~ 45 Ms/sec

DiSEqC   1.0 / 1.1 / 1.2

USALS   Yes

Programmable  0/12 V No

Digital Audio Output S/PDIF (optical)

Scart connectors  2

Video/Stereo Audio Output 3 x RCA

Colour system  PAL, NTSC

S-VHS Output  No

Modulator  Yes

SCPC compatible  Yes

EPG   Yes

Teletext   Yes (OSD und VBI)

Power Supply  100 –250 VAC

Power Consumption 50 W max.
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Features

Channel Memory

Channel 
Scan Speed

Channel 
Switching Speed

Video Quality

Audio Quality

Tuner Sensitivity

Main Menu

Info

Channel list

Multi pictures

TP setup

Signal
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