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We find ourselves at the beginning of
a revolution. You didn’t notice it? Many 
revolutions are like that: they start 
somewhere unnoticed by anyone and 
then one day you end up right in the 
middle of it. Only when it’s nearly over 
you realize that there was a revolution 
since nothing is like it was before.

This time it’s called “Coax Cable’s 
Long Goodbye”. Sure enough, coax cable 
has already been done away with in the 
professional arena and replaced with 
fiber optics. Only the end-user at home
has been spared – well mostly anyway: 
audio equipment already comes with 
fiber optic connections. And now the fiber
optic signal distribution victory parade is 
making its way into the home.

We highlighted some laboratory samples 
of this new technology in the previous 
issue of TELE-satellite; in this issue you will 
find a report on the first concrete use of
hand-made samples. This is a revolution? 
Absolutely! Most revolutions start off slow 
before they get bigger.

This new fiber optic signal distribution
technology will naturally be used in 
applications where it makes sense, for 
example, when it becomes necessary to 
span long stretches. Eventually, there will 
be more uses for this technology. It will 
become cheaper. The day will finally come
when there is no doubt that the solution 
for signal distribution is fiber optic cable.
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Many years will pass before that day 
arrives. Don’t run and bring your rolls of 
coax cable to the recycle station just yet. 
But, at the same time, it wouldn’t hurt 
to become more familiar with this new 
technology. Its advantages shouldn’t 
be ignored. Some of these advantages, 
such as the extremely low satellite signal 
loss over long stretches, will make uses 
possible that cannot be realized with 
today’s coax cable technology. Or, from 
an economics point of view, fiber optic
technology will open and lock in new 
markets that as of today have not yet 
been thought of.

By the way, fiber optic technology also
means an end to electricity. The switching 
of fiber optic lines is accomplished via
criteria other than by electrical high 
frequency lines. The revolution that just 
started comes with one other addition: “A 
long farewell from coax cable and quick 
learning of the laws of optics.”

As always, TELE-satellite will guide you 
along this path!

Sincerely, Alexander Wiese

P.S.:  My favorite radio station of 
the month: Petőfi Radio on HOTBIRD
13° east (12.149V, A-PID 100): a 
surprisingly wide variety of music from 
a state-run Hungarian station. I highly 
recommend it!


